We would like to state at the onset that we set out an observational study based on our clinical practice. Further progression on this work will be a pilot study to test some of the issues raised with eventual progression to a randomized controlled trial. The interest generated on this topical issue is welcomed and we anticipate that multicentre collaboration would be required to further explore this.
Finally, we appreciate the interest shown in this very important issue in rehabilitation of amputees and share Meulenbelt and Geertzen's views that more in-depth knowledge is needed if we are to manage our patients optimally.
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